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Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office Action is responsive to Amendments/Remarks received on 8/15/2006. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed on 8/15/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argued that the cited prior art, Proctor et al. (US 6,708,036) is not a 
valid prior art, because (i) proctor '036 is a 'common inventor in these two applications', 
and (ii) \../s entitled to receive the benefit of the earlier filing date' (page 8 of 
REMARKS). 

Examiner contends that the cited art is a proper prior art. As to (i), Proctor '036 is 
not a common inventor of the two applications. Paul Zablocky is the common inventor. 
Telcordia Technologies, Inc. are the common assignee however, Proctor '036 is the 
other inventive entity. As to (ii), Examiner note that an earlier filing date has not been 
claimed for a Domestic benefit (35 U.S.C. 120, MPEP 201 .06 [c]) within the later of 4 
months from the actual filing date or 16 months from the filing date of the prior 
application (see 37 CFR 1.78 (a)(2)(ii) wherein reference to early filed application must 
have been made in the application data sheet or in the first sentence of the specification 

Applicant argued that the cited art, Proctor '036 does not teach or suggest the 
limitation "the second base station automatically identifying the first base station" . The 
Examiner maintains that the cited references of Proctor '036 teach configuration of the 
packet network interconnecting the base stations (col. 5, lines 55-57) and col. 10, lines 
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39-40 teach automatic configuration of the packet network. The pending claims must be 
given their broadest reasonable interpretation (MPEP § 21 1 1 .01 ) 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action 
can be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Proctor 
et al. (US 6,708,036). 

Proctor et al. discloses a communication system comprising the following features: 
regarding claim 1 , 1 . A method for communicating in a system that includes at least a 
first base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 10_1) connected to a packet network (Fig. 3, 
Internet 340; Fig. 4, 1 P network 480), the first base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 1 0_1 ) 
serving a first cell (Fig. 2, cell 430), said method comprising: connecting a second base 
station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 10_3) to the packet network (Fig. 3, Internet 340; Fig. 4, 
1 P network 480); the second base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 10_3) automatically 
(column 5, lines 55-57; column 10, lines 39-40) identifying the first base station (Fig. 3, 
Base Station 1 1 0_1 ); receiving, at the first base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 110_1), 
communications from a wireless device in the first cell (Fig. 2, cell 430) served by the 
first base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 110_1); and handing off the wireless device from 
the first cell (Fig. 2, cell 430) to a second cell (Fig. 2, cell 470) served by the second 
base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 10 3) by a two way exchange of information between 
the first base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 10_1) and the second base station (Fig. 3, 
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Base Station 1 10_3); regarding claim 2, the first base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 
1 1 0_1 ) and the second base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 110 3) exchanging information 
over the packet network (Fig. 3, Internet 340; Fig. 4, IP network 480) to determine a 
coverage area (column 3, lines 51-62) for the second cell (Fig. 2, cell 470) served by the 
second base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 10_3); regarding claim 3, wherein the step of 
the second base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 1 0_3) identifying the first station 
includes: the second base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 10_3) transmitting to a carrier 
database (Fig. 3, Carrier Database 350) a message requesting addresses for other 
base stations connected to the packet network (Fig. 3, Internet 340; Fig. 4, IP network 
480); the carrier database (Fig. 3, Carrier Database 350) transmitting an address for the 
first base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 110 i) to the second base station (Fig. 3, Base 
Station 110 3); and the second base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 10_3) transmitting a 
message to the first base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 10_1) using the address for the 
first base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 110 1); regarding claim 4, the second base 
station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 10_3) transmitting a message to a central database 
requesting an address for the carrier database (Fig. 3, Carrier Database 350); and the 
central database, in response to receiving the message from the second base station 
(Fig. 3, Base Station 110 3), transmitting an address for the carrier database (Fig. 3, 
Carrier Database 350) to the second base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 10_3); 
regarding claim 5, wherein the step of the second base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 
1 10_3) identifying the first base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 110 1) includes: the second 
base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 110 3) transmitting a broadcast message on the 
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packet network (Fig. 3, Internet 340; Fig. 4, IP network 480); and the first base station 
(Fig. 3, Base Station 1 10_1) transmitting a reply message to the second base station 
(Fig. 3, Base Station 1 1 0_3) in response to receiving the broadcast message; regarding 
claim 6, wherein the wireless device includes a computer; regarding claim 7, wherein 
the computer includes a personal digital assistant PDA; regarding claim 8, wherein the 
wireless device uses the mobile Internet protocol IP to send the communication to the 
first base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 10_1 ); regarding claim 9, wherein the first base 
station (Fig. 3, Base Station 110 1) connects to the packet network (Fig. 3, Internet 340; 
Fig. 4, IP network 480) via an Ethernet compatible interface; regarding claim 10, a first 
base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 110 1) that controls communications with one or more 
wireless devices (Fig. 4, wireless device 420a, 420b, 420c, 420n) in a first cell (Fig. 
2, cell 430); a second base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 110 3) that controls 
communications with one or more wireless devices (Fig. 4, wireless device 420a, 420b, 
420c, .... 420n) in a second cell (Fig. 2, cell 470); and a packet network (Fig. 3, Internet 
340; Fig. 4, IP network 480) connecting the first base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 110 
1) and the second base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 110 3); wherein the first base 
station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 1 0_1 ) automatically (column 5, lines 55-57; column 10, 
lines 39-40) identifies the second base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 1 0_3) after being 
connected to the packet network (Fig. 3, Internet 340; Fig. 4, IP network 480); and 
wherein the first base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 1 0_1 ) and the second base station 
(Fig. 3, Base Station 1 10_3) engage in a two way information exchange over the 
network to hand off (column 5, lines 31-45) one or more of the wireless devices (Fig. 4, 
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wireless device 420a, 420b, 420c, 420n) in the first cell (Fig. 2, cell 430) from the first 
cell (Fig. 2, cell 430) to the second cell (Fig. 2, cell 470); regarding claim 1 1 , wherein the 
first base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 1 0_1 ) is further capable of engaging in a two 
way exchange of information with the second base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 10_3) 
to determine a coverage area (column 3, lines 51-62) for the first cell (Fig. 2, cell 430); 
regarding claim 12, wherein the first base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 10_1 ) further 
transmits to a carrier database (Fig. 3, Carrier Database 350) a message requesting 
addresses for other base stations connected to the packet network (Fig. 3, Internet 340; 
Fig. 4, IP network 480), receives from the carrier database (Fig. 3, Carrier Database 
350) an address for the second base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 110 3), and transmits 
a message to the second base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 10_3) using the address 
for the second base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 10_3); regarding claim 13, wherein 
the second base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 10_3) further transmits a message to a 
central database requesting an address for the carrier database (Fig. 3, Carrier 
Database 350), receives from the central database the address for the carrier database 
(Fig. 3, Carrier Database 350), and transmits a message to the carrier database (Fig. 3, 
Carrier Database 350) using the address for the carrier database (Fig. 3, Carrier 
Database 350); regarding claim 14, wherein the first base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 
1 1 0_1 ) further transmits a broadcast message on the packet network (Fig. 3, Internet 
340; Fig. 4, IP network 480), and receives a reply message from the second base 
station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 10_3) in response to the broadcast message; regarding 
claim 15, wherein at least one of the wireless devices (Fig. 4, wireless device 420a, 
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420b, 420c, 420n) includes a cellular phone; regarding claim 16, wherein at least 
one of the wireless devices (Fig. 4, wireless device 420a, 420b, 420c, 420n) includes 
a computer; regarding claim 17, wherein the computer includes a personal digital 
assistant PDA; regarding claim 18, wherein the wireless device communicates with the 
first base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 110 1) using mobile Internet protocol IP; 
regarding claim 19, wherein the first base station (Fig. 3, Base Station 1 10_1) connects 
to the packet network (Fig. 3, Internet 340; Fig. 4, IP network 480) via an Ethernet 
compatible interface; regarding claim 20, a base station for communicating with a 
wireless device, comprising: a network interface that connects to a packet network (Fig. 
3, Internet 340; Fig. 4, IP network 480); an antenna interface that connects to an 
antenna for communicating with one or more wireless devices (Fig. 4, wireless device 
420a, 420b, 420c, 420n) in a first cell (Fig. 2, cell 430) served by the base station; a 
memory that includes: a program (column 3, lines 59-62) for automatically (column 5, 
lines 55-57; column 10, lines 39-40) identifying other base stations, and a program 
(column 3, lines 59-62) for engaging in a two way information exchange with one of the 
other base stations to hand off (column 5, lines 31-45), from the first cell (Fig. 2, cell 
430) to a second cell (Fig. 2, cell 470) served by the other base station, one or more of 
the wireless devices (Fig. 4, wireless device 420a, 420b, 420c, 420n) in the first cell 
(Fig. 2, cell 430); and a processor that executes the program (column 3, lines 59-62). 
See column 1-10. 



Application/Control Number: 09/963,844 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2616 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Afsar M. Qureshi whose telephone number is (571) 272 
3178. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar can be reached on (571) 272 7488. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/963,844 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2616 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




AFSAR QURESHI 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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